The 2014 Fiat 500L

Fiat 500L adds space, practicality to fun Italian design

By Derek Price © AutoWire.Net

The 2014 Fiat 500L Review: This is a car that can't be judged by the pictures. If you haven't seen it in person, you might assume the Fiat 500L is an ever-so-slightly larger version of the Fiat 500, the cute, lovable Italian car that's one of the smallest vehicles on the road. But that one letter makes a huge difference.

The 500L is not only a whole lot bigger than the 500, six inches wider, six inches higher and a whopping 27 inches longer, but it drives like a dramatically different vehicle, more like a van than a car.

Part of that feeling comes from the sheer amount of volume inside. The 500L has 42 percent more interior space than the ordinary 500, enough to be classified as a "large car" according to the federal government, yet its styling makes it look deceptively small. It has the same adorable puppy-dog face as its compact sibling.

The bigger size makes it eminently more practical, starting with the fact that the 500L actually has back doors, unlike the two-door 500. The extra width and height makes the cabin feel spacious and airy, and the extra length gives it a surprising amount of cargo space, enough for Fiat to claim best-in-class honors. 

The downside of all that space is that the 500L loses some of the driving fun of the 500, which is one of its best attributes. With a 1.4-liter turbocharged engine, the 500L is not quite as zippy as the 500 because of its added heft and size. Still, by large-car standards, it's fun to drive, with a firm, very European-feeling suspension that nicely transmits texture from the road. 

Fiat could do a couple of things to improve it. One is shorten the throw of its manual transmission, which feels a bit long and truck-like for an Italian car. The other is to tighten up the feel of some of its dials on the dash, a picky thing that some of its competitors do a better job of.

Where the 500L excels is in styling, both inside and out. The spunky exterior looks much better than the squared-off, form-follows-function utilitarian boxes that have been popularized in recent years, and its two-tone interior is as handsome as anything on the market.

I also like the unique way Fiat treats the glass layout on this car. It's almost like it has two small A pillars up front and glass that nearly wraps all the way around the back of the car, giving great visibility in all directions and lots of light streaming into the cabin. Fiat calls it a loft-like design. 

Pricing starts around $19,000, which might be the best thing of all about this car. It seems like a nice fit for young families who need a practical car but also want good Italian looks and a European driving feel, a rare mixture in this price class.

What was tested? The 2014 Fiat 500L Easy with a base price of $20,195. Options on the test car: None. The total MSRP price as tested including the $800 destination charge came to: $20,995.

Wheelbase: 102.8 in.

Length: 167.1 in.

Width: 69.8 in.

Height: 65.7 in.

Engine: 1.4L I4 (160 hp, 184 lb.-ft.)

Transmission: Six-speed manual or six-speed Euro Twin Clutch auto

EPA Mileage: 25 city / 33 highway

Why buy it? Its classic Italian styling and firm, European-style suspension give it more flavor than many cars at this price. It's dramatically more practical and spacious than the ordinary Fiat 500.
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The 2014 Fiat 500L Bottom Line Review provided by:  

Tony Leopardo © AutoWire.Net  

The Bottom Line: What's cool about the Fiat 500L is that the L shares its cute face with the compact 500, but it's a dramatically bigger, more practical vehicle. More than just a letter, the Fiat 500L adds more space and practicality to a fun Italian design. With dual pillars up front and wraparound glass, Fiat aimed to make the 500L's cabin have that open, airy feeling of an urban loft. The L has 4 doors and can seat 5 people in total comfort, or haul a lot of cargo with the rear seats folded down. It’s a win-win design with Italian style and a great driving feel, and maybe that’s why you should “Drive one, Buy one, Today ©” Bottom Line Review provided by: Tony Leopardo © AutoWire.Net
“Tony the Car Guy” is an automotive writer, editor and publisher in the San Francisco Bay Area. If you have a question or comment for Tony send it to TonyLeo@pacbell.net or visit AutoWire.Net at www.autowire.net - And remember: “ You Are What You Drive © ”
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